CHRISTMAS   DAY   IN   CHUST
and then I thought I would see if a bottle of wine were to be had
in this benighted village, which lived in a permanent black-out,
and I rang and a new chambermaid answered, and by great good
fortune she was a remarkably good-looking one, a Hungarian girl
who spoke German, and she made saucer-eyes at my Christmas
tree and helped me to eat the things that were on it, and to my
astonishment there were about eighty of them, though they looked
like twenty, and then she fetched a bottle of wine and bashfully
drank a sip of it and gradually conversation began to flow and
she told me about herself and I told her about myself and so this
intolerable Christmas evening, an evening on which the most
hardened of nomads cannot shut out thoughts and memories,
passed, and I bade her good-night and went to sleep, saying thank
Mahomet that this day is over, anyhow.
The next day I began to study Carpathian-Russia, alias Car-
pathian-Ukraine. When Czechoslovakia was dismembered, as I
wrote earlier, the best thing for this easternmost province, if the
welfare of its inhabitants alone were considered, would have been
to divide it between Hungary and Poland, since otherwise the few
marooned mountaineers who were left could hope for little better
than starvation. But this did not happen. Italy did succeed in
getting for her protege, Hungary, the fertile plains to the south
and the only two towns of any size, Ungvar and Munkacs,
together with the railway. But Germany insisted that a narrow
strip, consisting mainly of mountains and intervening valleys
running, rib-like, north and south, should remain independent;
and this became the home-ruled statelet of Carpathian-Russia.
This, is the official name for it, but actually the members of the
two-man Government are both Ukrainians, and the little state is
currently spoken of as Carpathian-Ukraine.
Why? Why were these few hundred thousand half-starved
mountaineers cut off from their only chance of making eveji a
meagre living — the Hungarian plain — and given an unwelcome
independence?
In order that the name 'Ukraine' should be printed o& the
European map. Poland, which has between 4,500,000 and
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